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Although 2016 will go down as the warmest year so far; a large proportion of the rain that fell seemed 
to arrive on a Saturday and consequently two Work Parties in September & October had to be 
cancelled. However, plenty of work was still carried out in the park with a very successful Moth Evening 
in August.  

At our new AGM venue in February, Joanna & Malcolm Wilson were thanked for being hosts for the 1st 
time. Thanks were also extended to Alex (in his absence) for looking after the blog & to Keith for 
taking it on again. Keith & Judith said they would arrange a visit to the bank in Northampton to make 
Judith an additional Signatory along with Neil & Keith. The possibility of applying for a further 
Councillor Grant from David Mackintosh was discussed to fund the children’s event, bulbs & photobook, 
& another Fund Provider to renew the paths. Anne suggested obtaining a quote from TCV for path work. 
The Committee were reelected, Anne – Coordinator, Neil – Treasurer, Judith – Secretary & Keith – 
Publicity. Anne expressed a need for someone to take photos at Work Parties & Joanna suggested 
Doreen Gravestock who was an enthusiastic photographer. The 1st Work Party in March would be a 
combined ‘Clean for the Queen’ event with the rest of the estate, starting from Cransley Walk which 
needed a good clean up. There were several piles of logs in the park which Nuala might like to collect. 
The shrubs needed to be located and cleared of weeds. This might have to be done before the April 
Work Party. A Moth Night had been arranged with Lisa Rowley & James Skinner from the WT on the 6th 
Aug. ‘Froglife’ were hoping to obtain further funding this year so that they could return to dredge part 
of the marsh. ‘Buglife’ were also trying to get funding for their meadow projects & would hopefully 
contact us this year. Anne was keen to plant some more snowdrops in the park & Judith suggested 
avoiding exposed areas where they would be more at risk of theft. Anne mentioned the proposed 
closure of the PP Scheme which would involve the loss of the PP Officer. She & Neil had attended a 
‘Friends of Green Space Forum’ event at the University chaired by Dr Janet Jackson, Senior Lecturer in 
Environmental Management & Ecology. The aim of the event was to help facilitate a new network of 
green space groups where expertise & experiences could be shared & external agencies & organizations 
could offer partnerships. This should go a long way to fill the gap as an information hub for green space 
groups such as ours. Pauline said she was concerned that the stream behind the pond was becoming 
obstructed with logs which were impeding the flow of the water. Maybe some of these could be shifted 
at one of the pond Work Parties? The bridge to the left of the pond still had a broken plank & Nuala 
was looking into this. The lifebelt had been removed & replaced by a ‘no swimming & no boating’ sign. We 
would ask Nuala why this had been done.  

On 15th February Anne spotted the first Ring-necked Parakeet in the park flying alongside the hedge 
near Bridleways. 

 



In March, Ed Green from Bedford Conservation 
Volunteers came to assess the damaged parts of the 
path. He gave a rough quote of £3-4,000 for repair, 
topping up & weed clearance. He thought it might take 
about 6 days. He suggested the Biffa Award Grant as a 
possible funding source. Sixteen attended the ‘Clean for 
the Queen’ Work Party including 6 children. We litter 
picked down Cransley Walk & around the marsh area, 
then further along the park in both directions. Joanna 
was our photographer. On the 25th the first Comma 
butterfly was spotted at the bottom of Allard Close and 
the following day the mulching of shrubs with wood 
chips was completed. 
 
At the Top Work Party in April, Neil & David picked up big items along the park & loaded them into 
Nuala’s truck including five bikes! Keith trimmed the bushes, Judith planted four foxgloves and helped 
Anne clear the wildflower area and Bruno litter picked. A whole range of butterflies were out in the 
warm sunshine. On the 28th Katherine Miskin from Bedford Conservation volunteers, came to assess the 
paths again. We discussed different methods of tackling the problem areas. The additional three ‘No 
Horse Riding’ signs were erected and because of their size, caused a bit of a stir on social media, which 
developed into general criticism of the management of the park, and in the next PP email, Anne 
reminded PP Supporters how the PP was set up and the general responsibilities of NBC and the PP Group. 
The sign by the marsh was later moved further down the park in August to improve the view from the 
adjacent houses, and additional small circular ‘No Motorbikes’ signs were attached to all three signs.  
  
At the Marsh Work Party in May, Judith & Anne planted eight foxgloves in the wooded area, Neil 
helped Nuala to collect items along the park and Richard & Daisy litter picked. Afterwards Richard 
helped Neil pull some logs out of the pond for Nuala, and Judith & Anne weeded around the wildflowers 
at the bottom of Allard Close until it started to thunder and rain. On the 22nd some graffiti appeared 
on the sign at the end of the bridge in Bridleways & the adjacent upright sign, which was promptly 
cleaned off. A Tern was spotted flying over the pond.  

 
At the June Work Party, David, Adie, Nuala and Anne 
collected the rest of the logs from the pond which filled 
Nuala’s truck three times over.  There was just enough time 
left to plant four primroses in the wooded area. 
 
A keen group of seven attended the Top Work Party in July 
and the work was 
quickly done. Brian, 
Adie & Anne cleared 
logs & rubbish from 

the stream. Neil, Keith & Brian pruned the blackthorn 
overhanging the path, Judith & Anne weeded the wild flower 
patch, Neil, Keith, Joanna and Brian trimmed the bushes 
alongside the path & Brian & Anne weeded along the edges. A 
baby robin took advantage of the soil disturbance and gobbled up 



the worms. We found two footballs & Narnia (the dog) was very keen to play fetch with one of them.   

The primrose bank was weeded and cleared at the 
beginning of August and on the 6th, Lisa & James from 
the Wildlife Trust came to lead our Family Moth Event 
on a perfect summer evening. Thirty-two adults, eleven 
children & two dogs attended and saw a lovely selection 
of live moths which Lisa & James had brought with them 
along with a display and colourful handouts. 
Unfortunately, the local moths were a bit shy and we 
only managed to catch eight different species in two 
separate traps. However, the Daubentons bats put on a 

grand display catching insects over the pond. 

Unfortunately, the September & October Work Parties had to be cancelled because of the rain, but 
Brian, bravely did some pruning on his own and Judith & Anne planted the spring flowering bulbs on the 
3rd & 10th October including 200 Daffodils to the right of the pond, 200 Snowdrops by the Notice 
Board and around the trees, 100 Wild Garlic & Wood Anemone in the conservation area behind the pond 
and 100 Aconite at the bottom of Bentley Close.  

On 30th September, Pauline & Joy organized a 
Macmillan Coffee morning by the pond which was 
very well attended. The Wildflower Areas were 
weeded & cleared at the bottom of Bentley Close 
& Bridleways footpath on the 8th & 10th October. 
On the 21st our Neighbourhood Warden, Nuala 
emailed to say she was being transferred to 
Kingsthorpe and Kingsheath. She will be sorely 
missed. On the 31st the benches and roses by the 
Notice Board were weeded and the steps were brushed leading up to Hillberry Rise. 

The Kingfisher was spotted again on 11th November at the back of the pond. A Muntjac had also been 
seen several times by the underpass. On the 19th Anne took the Pocket Park Display to the RFRA 
Christmas Fair and several people had a go at the Autumn Berry Quiz.  
 
On the 2nd December Anne was surprised to see an escaped Zebra Finch in the bushes near Crowthorp 
Rd and on the 10th two Ring-necked Parakeets flew over the Park.  
 
 


