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Rectory Farm Pocket Farm
Public Art - Artist: Tim Ward 

Rectory Farm Pocket Park Public Art
17.01.14 First IssueNorthampton

Borough Council
This drawing shows design proposals for the Public Art Signs & Footbridge in Rectory Farm 
Pocket Park & Bridleways Estate
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Northampton Borough Council commissioned artist Tim Ward of 
Circling the Square in 2014 to create 5no. Interpretation Signs marking 
a route along the Rectory Farm Pocket Park and a Footbridge between 
the Park and the new-build Bridleways Estate.  A key aim of the project 
was to engage local people & groups in the project to provide 
inspiration and a resource for the artist. The concepts & themes for the 
functional public art were developed by the artist with the local 
community, Friends of Rectory Farm Pocket Park, Rectory Farm Primary 
School & the Local Authority.  The public art signs are located at key 
points within the park & new estate along with the new pedestrian 
footbridge would act as gateways that celebrates the biodiversity found 
in the area, that  informs about wildlife & the environment and 
enthusing local people to use this Pocket Park and surrounding area.

Wildlife in the Pocket Park

Rectory Farm Pocket Park is a valuable habitat 
corridor that includes a marsh, pond and wet 

woodland as well as a good variety of trees and 
scrub. This mixture of distinct habitats is great for 

supporting local wildlife to thrive. 

Understanding & watching wildlife is an exciting 
way to explore and enjoy the Pocket Park. Just 

some examples of things to look out for are:

Amphibians - Cold-blooded like their close 
cousins the reptiles are just at home in the water 

as they are on land. Try and spot the common 
frog, toads. In late March, take care to see frog & 
toads begin to migrate the hazardous path to 

their pond mating grounds

Marine Creatures – Pond dripping you may see 
Water Boatmen, Pond Skaters, Great Pond Snails 
or look beyond the ripples to see the fish below

Minibeasts - Pick up any rock or branch and 
you’ll find a host of insects going about their 
daily business or see butterflies, dragonflies 

dancing in the sky

Rectory Farm Pocket Park forms the Northern end of Ecton Brook linear park. The area 
was formerly farmland and now lies along the eastern edge of Rectory Farm Estate. In 

2004, a group of local residents decided to convert the area into a Pocket Park with 
the aim of promoting the conservation, health and wellbeing of this a recreation and 

educational area for the benefit of all the community. Over the years local people 
have enjoyed many activities learning about bugs, plants, birds and bats, plus the 

biodiversity of the park has been increased by planting native shrubs & wild flowers. 

Northampton Borough Council commissioned artist Tim Ward of 
Circling the Square in 2014 to create 5no. Interpretation Signs marking 
a route along the Rectory Farm Pocket Park and a Footbridge between 
the Park and the new-build Bridleways Estate.  A key aim of the project 
was to engage local people & groups in the project to provide 
inspiration and a resource for the artist. The concepts & themes for the 
functional public art were developed by the artist with the local 
community, Friends of Rectory Farm Pocket Park, Rectory Farm Primary 
School & the Local Authority.  The public art signs are located at key 
points within the park & new estate along with the new pedestrian 
footbridge would act as gateways that celebrates the biodiversity found 
in the area, that  informs about wildlife & the environment and 
enthusing local people to use this Pocket Park and surrounding area.

Wildlife in the Pocket Park

Rectory Farm Pocket Park is a valuable habitat 
corridor that includes a marsh, pond and wet 

woodland as well as a good variety of trees and 
scrub. This mixture of distinct habitats is great for 

supporting local wildlife to thrive. 

Understanding & watching wildlife is an exciting 
way to explore and enjoy the Pocket Park. Just 

some examples of things to look out for are:

Mammals – All mammals have a backbone and 
are warm-blooded. Look out for Water Shrew, 

Otters, Rabbits, Bats, Foxes, Sheep

 
Birds – Watch out for Kingfishers, Bullfinches, 
Swans, Geese, Heron, Woodpeckers, Buzzards

Reptiles - Stealthily moving through the 
undergrowth you may see the common lizard, 

grass snakes, slow-worms 

Rectory Farm Pocket Park forms the Northern end of Ecton Brook linear park. The area 
was formerly farmland and now lies along the eastern edge of Rectory Farm Estate. In 

2004, a group of local residents decided to convert the area into a Pocket Park with 
the aim of promoting the conservation, health and wellbeing of this a recreation and 

educational area for the benefit of all the community. Over the years local people 
have enjoyed many activities learning about bugs, plants, birds and bats, plus the 

biodiversity of the park has been increased by planting native shrubs & wild flowers. 

Northampton Borough Council commissioned artist Tim Ward of 
Circling the Square in 2014 to create 5no. Interpretation Signs marking 
a route along the Rectory Farm Pocket Park and a Footbridge between 
the Park and the new-build Bridleways Estate.  A key aim of the project 
was to engage local people & groups in the project to provide 
inspiration and a resource for the artist. The concepts & themes for the 
functional public art were developed by the artist with the local 
community, Friends of Rectory Farm Pocket Park, Rectory Farm Primary 
School & the Local Authority.  The public art signs are located at key 
points within the park & new estate along with the new pedestrian 
footbridge would act as gateways that celebrates the biodiversity found 
in the area, that  informs about wildlife & the environment and 
enthusing local people to use this Pocket Park and surrounding area.

Trees in the Pocket Park

Rectory Farm Pocket Park is a valuable habitat 
corridor that includes a marsh, pond and wet 
woodland as well as a good variety of trees 

and scrub.  Identifying trees is an exciting way 
to explore and enjoy the Pocket Park. 

Some species to look out for are:

Trees can be divided into two main groups: 
those that have flattened and wide leaves 

(known as broadleaves) and those that have 
needle-like leaves (known as conifers).  

As well as the leaves, it is helpful to look at 
other features such as the tree shape, bark, 

buds flowers, fruit and seeds

Rectory Farm Pocket Park forms the Northern end of Ecton Brook linear park. The area 
was formerly farmland and now lies along the eastern edge of Rectory Farm Estate. In 

2004, a group of local residents decided to convert the area into a Pocket Park with 
the aim of promoting the conservation, health and wellbeing of this a recreation and 

educational area for the benefit of all the community. Over the years local people 
have enjoyed many activities learning about bugs, plants, birds and bats, plus the 

biodiversity of the park has been increased by planting native shrubs & wild flowers. 

Northampton Borough Council commissioned artist Tim Ward of 
Circling the Square in 2014 to create 5no. Interpretation Signs marking 
a route along the Rectory Farm Pocket Park and a Footbridge between 
the Park and the new-build Bridleways Estate.  A key aim of the project 
was to engage local people & groups in the project to provide 
inspiration and a resource for the artist. The concepts & themes for the 
functional public art were developed by the artist with the local 
community, Friends of Rectory Farm Pocket Park, Rectory Farm Primary 
School & the Local Authority.  The public art signs are located at key 
points within the park & new estate along with the new pedestrian 
footbridge would act as gateways that celebrates the biodiversity found 
in the area, that  informs about wildlife & the environment and 
enthusing local people to use this Pocket Park and surrounding area.

Wild Flowers in the Pocket Park

Rectory Farm Pocket Park is a valuable habitat 
corridor that includes a marsh, pond and wet 

woodland as well as a good variety of trees and 
scrub. Identifying wild flowers is an exciting way 

to explore and enjoy the Pocket Park. Some 
species to look out for are:

Native wild flowers are beautiful and attract 
wildlife, particularly bees, butterflies and other 
pollinators. The Friends of the Pocket Park have 
held community days for planting wild flowers 
such as; Southern Marsh Orchid, Snakes Head 
Fritillary, Purple Loosestrife, Hemp Agrimony 

Rectory Farm Pocket Park forms the Northern end of Ecton Brook linear park. The area 
was formerly farmland and now lies along the eastern edge of Rectory Farm Estate. In 

2004, a group of local residents decided to convert the area into a Pocket Park with 
the aim of promoting the conservation, health and wellbeing of this a recreation and 

educational area for the benefit of all the community. Over the years local people 
have enjoyed many activities learning about bugs, plants, birds and bats, plus the 

biodiversity of the park has been increased by planting native shrubs & wild flowers. 

Northampton Borough Council commissioned artist Tim Ward of 
Circling the Square in 2014 to create 5no. Interpretation Signs marking 
a route along the Rectory Farm Pocket Park and a Footbridge between 
the Park and the new-build Bridleways Estate.  A key aim of the project 
was to engage local people & groups in the project to provide 
inspiration and a resource for the artist. The concepts & themes for the 
functional public art were developed by the artist with the local 
community, Friends of Rectory Farm Pocket Park, Rectory Farm Primary 
School & the Local Authority.  The public art signs are located at key 
points within the park & new estate along with the new pedestrian 
footbridge would act as gateways that celebrates the biodiversity found 
in the area, that  informs about wildlife & the environment and 
enthusing local people to use this Pocket Park and surrounding area.

Activities in the Pocket Park

The Friends of Rectory Farm Pocket Park 
organises a range of community activities in the 
park for children and adults. An example of some 

of these events are litterpicks, bat walks, moth 
evenings, herb walks, pond dipping, mini beast 

safaris, planting of native bulbs and wild flowers.

Over the years tons of rubbish have been 
cleared, new paths and benches installed, 

children have enjoyed many holiday activities 
learning about bugs, plants, birds and bats and 
the biodiversity of the park has been increased 

by planting sessions. Local residents are 
encouraged to care for this precious resource 

and to become involved in the Pocket Park.

Rectory Farm Pocket Park forms the Northern end of Ecton Brook linear park. The area 
was formerly farmland and now lies along the eastern edge of Rectory Farm Estate. In 

2004, a group of local residents decided to convert the area into a Pocket Park with 
the aim of promoting the conservation, health and wellbeing of this a recreation and 

educational area for the benefit of all the community. Over the years local people 
have enjoyed many activities learning about bugs, plants, birds and bats, plus the 

biodiversity of the park has been increased by planting native shrubs & wild flowers. 
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Towards Rectory Farm Pocket 
Park & Bridleways Estate 

Towards Byway leading 
to Ecton Lane & Sywell 

Country Park

The public art for Rectory Farm Pocket Park is to comprise of 5no. Interpretation Signs & Footbridge 
marking a circular route along the Park and surrounding environs, plus linking to the new build 
Bridleways Estate.  The footbridge & benches are to be constructed in steel with decorative laser 
cut artwork with 2-part epoxy paint treatments and inset information panels.  The concepts & 
themes for the functional public art were developed by the artist with the local community, Friends 
of Rectory Farm Pocket Park, Rectory Farm Primary School & the Local Authority.  The signs & 
footbridge to act as gateways that promote the park, celebrate the biodiversity found in the area, 
inform about wildlife & the environment and enthusing local people to use the Pocket Park.

Location Map for Signs & Footbridge


